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Detective Talk Desk Mat
	Talk function
	Support (full frame)
	Core (starter)
	Stretch (open reasoning)

	Explaining
	This is ___. Its job is to ___.
	This system's job is ___. It takes in ___ and gives out ___.
	This system is designed to ___ for ___. It uses ___ to predict ___.

	Building
	I agree with ___ because ___.
	I'd like to build on what ___ said: ___.
	Building on ___'s point, this also means ___.

	Challenging politely
	I'm not sure because ___.
	I see it differently, because ___.
	That's a good point, however ___, so ___.

	Questioning
	Why does ___?
	Can you explain what you meant by ___?
	How do we know that ___? What's the evidence?

	Justifying
	I think ___ because ___.
	I recommend ___ because the evidence shows ___.
	The strongest reason is ___, because ___.

	Comparing
	The ___ but the ___.
	The ___, whereas the ___.
	___ works best when ___, but ___ is better when ___ because ___.

	Summarising
	We found out that ___.
	So, our group thinks ___ because ___.
	Overall, the big idea is ___, which matters because ___.

	Reflecting
	I learned ___.
	My thinking changed when ___ because ___.
	At first I thought ___, but now I think ___ because ___.



	The Detective Code
1. One voice at a time   2. Look at the speaker   3. Build on ideas, or challenge them politely   4. Everyone gets a turn   5. Back it up with evidence
	Power words vs banned words (for AI)
Power: predicts · patterns · examples · data · designed · trained · check
Banned: thinks · knows · feels · understands · wants · cares




Word bank and roles
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Case File 1
input · output · designed · system
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Case File 2
rule · IF… THEN… · example · training · learn
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Case File 3
data · recommend · watch history · too narrow
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Case File 4
chatbot · predicts words · personal information · trusted adult
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Case File 5
prompt · detail · what · where · when · mood · style
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Case File Special
check · wrong · trusted source · accurate


Discussion role cards
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Lead Detective
Reads aloud and keeps us on task
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Evidence Officer
Records our ideas
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Reporter
Shares our findings with a frame
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Checker
Asks: "What's our evidence?"
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Starter
Says first whether they agree
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Builder
"I'd like to build on…"
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Challenger
"I see it differently…"
	[image: ]
Summariser
"So, our group thinks…"




Working wall: Agree · Build · Challenge
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AGREE
I agree with ___ because ___.
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BUILD
I'd like to build on what ___ said: ___.
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CHALLENGE
I see it differently, because ___.



Adapted from: OECD / European Union (2026), "Empowering learners for the age of AI: An AI literacy framework for primary and secondary education", https://doi.org/10.1787/65cd27d4-en (CC BY 4.0). This is an adaptation of an original work by the OECD and the European Union. The opinions expressed and arguments employed in this adaptation should not be reported as representing the official views of the OECD, its Member countries or the European Union.
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